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Race In. ‘merlca

November, 1895 - Chlcago to Evanston, lllinois



Raceln
1903 - Agriculture Park (now Exposition Park)




Southern California has a worldwide reputation as the epicenter of the
car culture and a major contributing factor is the plethora of racing
facilities that have populated the area for well over a century and given
rise to many important trends. From auto racing'’s early days, the region
was the nucleus of many forms of competition, including:

Oval Track
RoadRacing
Drag Racing

Off-Road Racing
Speed Trials

Today, motorsports venues in Southern California are also
home to other forms of competition, including Autocross,
Drifting, Go-Karting and Track Attack programs,
embellishing the region’s racing legacy.



Oval Track

In the early days of racing, board tracks like the L.A. Motordrome
(built in 1910) were in vogue. This allowed them to take advantage
of banks for added speed. Frank Lockhart’s 144 mph speed
mark at Culver City back in the 1930s did not get eclipsed at the
Indianapolis 500 until some 20 years later. The down side was fire,
as the Motordrome burned in 1913 and was not rebuilt. However,
“toothpick tracks” existed through mid-century, when dirt tracks
like Ascot became popular. Today, dirt tracks and paved speedways
(like in Irwindale and Fontana) each have their following.



OVAL TRALK

1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

Ascot Park Y2-mile dirt Gardena 1957-1991 |
Auto Club Speedway (Fontana) 1997-present
Bakersfield Speedway 1/3-mile 1946-present
Barona Speedway 1994-present
Beverly Hills Speedway 1920-1924 (now site of Beverly Wilshire) ||
Bonelli Speedway 1939-1954 Saugus thru 1995
Carrell Speedway '2-mile (Gardena) 1951-54
Culver City Speedway1924-1927, new track 1934
e  Culver City Stadium 1934-?
i El Cajon 1964-2004
L Gardena Speedway 1/3-mi. 139th & Western 1954-?
Lt Gilmore Stadium (1934-1950)
Hanford Motor Speedway (1951-1970)
M Imperial Valley Speedway 1984-present
L Indian Dunes (Valencia) 1970-1985?
". Intercity Speedway (Colton) 1927-1935
Irwindale Speedway 1999-present
Kern County Raceway (Bakersfield) 2013-present
.. King’s Speedway (Hanford) 19?7 to present
£LMm L.A. Motordrome (Playa del Rey) 1910-1913 [
r_i L.A. Speedway 1.25 mi. 1920-1924 (Wilshire & Spalding) [
|E8M  Lemoore Raceway 1950-present
: Legion Ascot Speedway 1924-1936
Mesa Marin Raceway (Bakersfield) 1977-2005
A Neil's Speedway (San Diego) 1932-1933
L 3y Orange Show (San Bern.) Y4-mile asph. 1947-present
& Perris Auto Speedway Y2-mile clay 1996-present
i Santa Maria Raceway (Nipomo) 1964-present
Silvergate Speedway (San Diego) 1933-1936
Ventura Raceway 1/5-mile clay oval 1985-present
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Road Racing

At the dawn of automobile racing using city streets was the order of the
day, with dedicated road courses not coming on the scene until mid-
century. Willow Springs, built in 1953, is said to be the longest operating
road racing facility in the nation. Many races were held at courses set up
at airports, such as Santa Barbara, Coronado and Palm Springs. Recently
developed dedicated road racing facilities include Buttonwillow,
Chuckwalla and the private Thermal Club.



Adams Motorsports Park (Riverside) 1959-present

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2-0718
B BN E——— S e

Auto Club Speedway (Fontana) 1997-present

Buttonwillow 1996-present

| -
E—

Cactus Derby (L.A. to Phoenix) 1908-1914

Corona Grand Prix 1913-16 (Grand Ave.)

Chuckwalla Valley Raceway 2010-present

Del Mar Fairgrounds 1987-92

Hansen Dam 1955 (only)

Holtville 1966-90

Long Beach Grand Prix 1975-present

L.A. County Fairgrounds (Pomona) 1956-1963

| L.A. Street Race 1998-2000

Paramount Ranch (Agoura) 1956-57

Palm Springs (1951-58 — Vintage 1985-1996

Riverside Raceway 1957-1988

Santa Barbara 1953-1968

Thermal Club (private) 2014-present

Torrey Pines (San Diego) 1950-57

U.S. Grand Prix (Santa Monica) 1914, 1916

Venice Grand Prix 1915

=

Willow Springs 1953-present m B
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Pomona Course: 2 Miles., 11 Tarns
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Drag Racing

According to historians, the first organized drag race was in
1950 on an auxiliary runway at the Santa Ana Airport. Run by C.J.
“Pappy” Hart, the track was active thru 1959. The site is currently known
as John Wayne Airport. NHRA was founded by Wally Parks in 1951, and
its first sanctioned event was held at the L.A. County Fairgrounds In
Pomona in 1953. NHRA held its first West Coast national
event there in 1961. The Winternationals remains NHRA’s longest
running national event at the same facility.



Drag

1950 1960 197C 198 1990 2000 2010 2018

"
AAA Famoso (Bakersfield) 1951-present
Auto Club Dragway (Fontana) 2002-2012, 2014-present
Barona Dragstrip (Lakeside - 1/8) 2011? — present
Camarillo Airport early 1970s [
Carlshad Raceway 1964-2004 |
Coachella Valley Drag Strip (Thermal) 1971-1974 [
Colton Drag Strip (Morrow Field) 1955-1963 I
Fontana Drag City 1960-1972 ]
Gardner Field (Taft) 1958-1967 |
Golden State Raceway (Santa Maria) 1969-1978 ]
Holtville 1957-1987 |
Inyokern 1954-2005 .|
Irwindale Raceway 1965-1977
Irwindale Speedway (1/8-mile) 2001-present
L.A. County Raceway (Palmdale) 1964-2007 |
Lions Drag Strip (Long Beach) 1955-1972
Ontario Motor Speedway 1970-1980 I
Orange County International 1967-1983 |
Paradise Mesa (San Diego) 1951-1959 ]
Pomona Raceway 1952-present .|
Ramona Drag Strip (San Diego) 1963-1968 |
Riverside Raceway 1961-1988 |
San Fernando Raceway 1955-1969 ]
San Gabriel — Old 1956-1958, New 1961-1963 |
Santa Ana Drags 1950-1959 I
Santa Barbara 1948-1950 [ |
Santa Maria 1953-1969 |
Santa Ynez (Buellton Drags) 1960s ]
Saugus Drag Strip 1951-1956 [
Terminal Island 1976-1984, 1993-1995




Santa Ana

1950 - 1959




WIVTERNATIONALS

1952 -Present
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Off-Road Racing

Desert racing became popular in the 1960s, and in
1973 Mickey Thompson founded SCORE, which conducted
closed-course events in the area.

] . [}
1960 1970 2018

Borego (San Diego) 1970-?

Chula Vista Off Road 2005-present

Riverside International Raceway 1973-1988 |
L.A. Coliseum 1979-1988? I
Glen Helen Raceway (San Bernardino) 1985-present










Speed Trials

The Southern California Timing Association was founded in 1937
under leadership of Ak Miller & Wally Parks. It later merged with Russetta
Timing Association, which favored closed cars. SCTA had open cars. The
association is also known for its events at the Bonneville Salt Flats.

P, - S

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

1

| El Mirage Dry Lake 1938 - present .
Muroc Dry Lake 1938 (now part of Edwards) B
Mojave Mile (airport) 2010- 2018 7

Riverside Raceway Y2-mile drags




1938 - Present






Auto Racing In SoCal Today..

® Famosa

Buttonwillow
O @ Bakersfield

Kern County
@ Santa Maria

o Willow Springs

El Mirage
@

®Ventura

Glen Helen
Fontana @

Irwindalc @@ @ & @Orange Show
Pomona O-Adams

@ Drag Racing
[

Oval Track 0 Chuckwalla
O Road Racing Perris :
@ Speed Trials Thermal O ]
© 0Off-Road

Long Beach O







